SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE MINUTES
MARCH 25, 2008


Members present: Peter Kasprzyk, Judy Nason, Janet Gagnon, Priscilla Colbath, Dennis Miller, Teresa Williams, Richard Barker and Donna Faucette


Visitors: Bob Bickford, Principal Nute Middle High School, Anne Walsh and Lou Snyder, Milton School Board, Nate Fogg, Wakefield School Board Chairman.

The meeting was called to order at 6:33. Donna made a motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting, seconded by Rick. Vote was unanimous.

Bob Bickford gave us an overview of Nute. They have a small learning community. There are eight academic teachers in the high school and all teach one elective per year. They have eight integrated arts teachers that they share with the middle school. The students leaving Nute are not prepared because of the lack of technology. Milton's needs are program based not space based. Nute is not accredited  and the old Nute portion of their building is deficient. The group discussed past history between Milton and Wakefield: area agreements, donation of property and votes to build an area high school. If we joined with Milton, based on evaluation, we would be paying the lions share. Our tax rates are so different and both towns would have to support the annual budget. 

The consensus of the Building Committee is that we have an elementary/middle school need right now not a high school need. Spaulding High School serves our students well. They offer a broad array of  subjects and programs.

Peter thanked the Milton group for coming and told them we didn't want to shut the door on anything. He suggested they come back to us some time in the future with a plan. We would be more than willing to listen to them anytime.

Jan gave us a handout from the School Board with their wants and wishes. One main concern that she expressed was parking. She suggested that we really focus on Parking. The committee will look over the paperwork and we will discuss at our next meeting.

The committee asked Donna if she would look to see what properties are for sale near the school.
Judy suggested looking at the price of adding a second floor on to any new addition if that option was chosen.. This area could stay unfinished but would be an automatic expansion if needed in the future. It is worth asking about. Building costs will surely increase.

DRA informed Bill Lander that no money from this year's budget could be used to fund  architecturally fees.

Peter called  the GWSD Superintendent and he wants us to get together with their Building Committee. Denny, Howie, Judy, Peter and either Jan or Priscilla will attend that meeting when Peter secures a date, place and time. Officers will be elected at our next meeting. Adjournment: 8.10

Respectfully submitted for approval at our next School Building Committee meeting  Tuesday April 29

Priscilla Colbath, secretary

