Follow-up to the Governor Wentworth/Wakefield meeting
Good afternoon, Peter. 
 
I just called your cell and connected with your voice mail. I wanted you to know that Ernie, Jim and Jack spoke with the other members of the Board about their meeting with you and the other folks from Wakefield (as they promised).  Not one of the Board members had even the slightest interest in expanding the size of the Governor Wentworth Regional School District. In fact, several of them would prefer a smaller district. The opposition to expansion was not directed solely at Wakefield. As one member said to me, “I wouldn’t even support having Moultonborough rejoin the District. We already have the critical mass to support a comprehensive educational program for our kids and there is no real benefit to making our operation larger and more complicated.” 
 
While there may be some opportunity to take advantage of the economy of scale, a cursory look at the differences in wage scales between the two districts indicates  that the financial benefit to Governor Wentworth may not be very significant. Moreover, it was pointed out by a couple of Board members that while the union would increases Wakefield’s Building Aid to 55%, it would not increase the percentage that Governor Wentworth receives. What is worse, the problem of providing adequate space becomes more complex with more students involved in an even larger geographic area.
 
All of the Board members expressed concern that they have heard from their constituents that the District is already too large. Again, not a single member expressed even the slightest interest in looking any further into this merger. They did express the desire and willingness to continue to helping Wakefield by accepting tuition students, but were both clear and decisive in not wanting to change the configuration of the District by any new member town.
 
Please call me if you have any questions. I wanted to get this information to you as soon as possible because I know that Wakefield needs to make some decisions about solving its own space needs issues.
 
Keep well.
 
Jack 
