MEETING WITH GWRSD
MAY 12, 2008

Those present: GWRSD Superintendent Jack  Robinson, Assistant Superintendent Kathy McCabe, School Board members: Ossipee: James Rines, Tuftonboro: John Widmer, Brookfield: Ernie Brown. Wakefield Building Committee members Peter Kasprzyk, Judy Nason, Howie Knight and Denny Miller.

Peter opened the meeting and expressed our need for a middle school. We have 56 acres of land available in Wakefield explicitly for a school. Our space needs are not because of enrollment but programs. We don't have enough middle school students to warrant building a middle school. We would like to offer more courses for our middle school students. We would also like to offer our students continuity K-12. We have no present building debt and the land is paid for. We also own our busses. We also have a high equalized evaluation because of our seven lakes. We would like to get the GWRSD's feedback as to the benefits for both districts in us joining GWRSD.

GWRSD were looking at building two schools with 325 pupils per building. Middle school would consist of grades 6-8. GWRSD is the largest geographical district in the State. Their busses travel an enormous amount of miles. We would be able to offer shorter distances for some districts. There would be a cost savings  districts if we were to join.

We were asked what attracted us to GWRSD.We  were attracted to GWRSD because of the lower drop out rate, programs offered, post secondary statistics among other things. 

Mr. Robinson stated that they had lost middle school bond votes twice. Wolfeboro has supported both bond votes. Other districts have not, depending on where the middle schools were to be built. There would be more of a challenge when you bring in more towns. 

GWRSD consists of a large Board with separate subcommittees. Their Budget Committee is part of a subcommittee.

Howie stated that our building aid reimbursement is 30% and GWRSD is 55%. If we go forward a subcommittee could look at the numbers.

One member of their Board stated that he saw a possible risk for GWRSD if Wakefield entered the mix. Another member said they were looking to move forward and don't want another town to hold them back. 

Judy asked if they thought we should continue with discussions. One Board member said his gut reaction was that it may be too much of an added complication. If they assimilate some of the information and find that it might work we would really take look at it. It has to be good for BOTH of us. They are more worried about the political impact than the financial savings right now.

All members were willing to look at the numbers and the feelings of the entire Board and will get back to us as soon as possible.

Judy stated financially it is a win win. Educationally it is a win for Wakefield.
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