SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE MINUTES – June 26, 2007
 

 

Peter Kasprzyk, Howie Knight, Pricilla Colbath, David Lee, Rick Barker, Donna Faucette, Judy Nason, Valerie Ward, Janet Gagnon

 

 

Reviewed minutes from May 22 meeting

Dave motioned to approve, Rick second the motion

 

Next meeting will be July 31, 2007 – To be determined where we will meet

 

Public Relations Subcommittee will get the minutes that have been approved to the webmaster of Wakefield’s web site (Kristine Bolstridge) and web master of the schools web site (Donna Martineau).   They will also send to SBC, SAU, School Board and Yahoo bulletin board. Dave will do that.

 

Peter – I want your opinion – Can I speak up more or hold back?  I want to know why we give the school board factual information along with our recommendation.  They decided to go with two modulars rather than the one that we recommended but they give us no information how they come to their decision.

 

Dave- School Board was missing a few people for their vote

 

Peter- What bothers me the most is a standing school board member and the superintendent both agreed with us.

 

Rick – It is over and done with, let’s move on.

 

Peter – Can I be more aggressive or not?

 

Rick – No, it won’t help. (Donna and Dave both agreed)

 

Howie-It would be best if we did our job and make a couple of options to recommend.

 

Pricilla- SBC requested a reason why but received no answer.

 

Janet- It will continue to be on the agenda each time.  Next school board meeting is July 18th at 6:30 at the SAU Building.

 

Peter- Exploratory subcommittee decided we do not have enough students to build a high school

 

Judy- I would like to see the history on vote for high school with Milton

 

Janet- There is not enough teachers to teach all the different sciences and math classes that are needed

 

Judy – Look at Spaulding and Governor Wentworth and what they have to offer.

 

Peter- Three members have left – Kim Hastings, Bev Mathias and Bonnie Cyr but we have gained two new members – Brian King and Bob Smith. 

New Business – John Ciardi has been trying to configure where these two modulars will go and would like our opinion.  Two modulars up to $250,000.00 one at first room and one at the end of the building, there is no time, there will be no bids just Skiavi homes will do everything.  It all needs to be contracted by June 30, 2007 for this year’s budget.

 

Howie- DRA (Department Revenue Administration) unacceptable for next year.  The attorney should have said it can’t be done.  You can not take a line item that has no money in it and increase it.  You can if it has a dollar in it but not 0.  It can come out of surplus moneys in that line – take money from under budget line items move to this line item.  In order to encumber money for this year’s budget they must contract by the end of this month.  Budget committee can only recommend one modular

 

Judy- We were pushed in April to hurry and have something for the school board by May 1st and we did.  What have they been doing?  Why is there such a rush now?  Why didn’t it go out to bid weeks ago?

 

Peter- Is sending things out for a bid a school board policy or a state law?

 

Judy- It was a warrant article not a policy.  This was voted by the town.

 

Peter- Do we inform them?

 

Janet – Next meeting is July 18th.

 

Peter- Let’s get back to the placement of modulars.  Judy has plans in front of her.  They are set up two different ways L shaped near the school or end to end under the basketball hoop.

 

We agreed upon the L shape.

 

Howie- Demographics were done in November of 2003.  We asked for an update but they sent us the same thing.

 

Judy- State records are behind two or three years 

 

Donna- I have already done all this with Teresa and I will send it to you.

 

Dave- What about the children that are not residence of the town but go to school here?  They will not be in this report.

 

Howie- They will show up in the actuals not projectionals.

 

Dave- Non resident employees who are contractionally under agreement can send their children here.  That would be teachers only.

 

Janet- All kids are approved through school board. Everyone does get a contract each year.

 

Donna- What is the dollar amount for each child?  It is a business decision for the school board to make.  Is the employee and worth their salary plus the cost of each of their kids to go to school here?

 

Dave- It is a job for us to see if there is room for extra kids

 

Janet- Oyster River is dealing with a non-resident employee’s child that needs special services and has been denied.  It is going to court.  We are watching this very closely.

 

Judy- That would be discrimination.

 

Peter- We will have to put a note in our reports.  We also need to look at home schooled children in this town.

 

Structure and Programs Subcommittee

 

Judy- We met and discussed the different programs, regular education and special education.  We need to meet again but we are pleased with what we have so far.

 

Public Relations

 

Dave- No chairperson – We agreed to be facilitator to get out information to the public

 

Exploratory Group

 

Peter- We have not met yet.  We would like to see the Union School, the property on Rines Road and the Paul School to determine how structurally sound these buildings will be to add on or renovate

 

Judy- If grades 6-8 school would cost $18 Million what would a school for K-8 cost?  10 rooms was $2 Million 9 years ago

 

Peter- Farmington School is 2 ½ times what we have now and they did it for $4 Million.  We are invited to take a tour.

 

Donna- Demographics report needs to come in first.

 

Peter- Any one of us should be able to explain to the public and answer any questions

 

Pricilla – When it is all done, we will have the answers.

 

7:45 Meeting adjourned

