Medications Used to Treat Shock

Drug
Dopamine (Intropin)

Dobutamine (Dobutrex)

Isoproterenol (Isuprel)

Norepinephrine (Levophed)

Sodium Nitroprusside (Nipride)

Digitalis Preparations
Corticosteroids

Antibiotics

Action

- Low dose: 1 perfusion to the kidneys, turine
output

- Higher dose: 1 cardiac contractility (note:
causes vasoconstriction so often given with
Nipride, a vasodilator)

- 1 myocardial contractility; vasodilator

- 1 myocardial contractility
- | peripheral resistance by dilating peripheral
vascular bed (note: may produce tachycardia)

- improves cardiac contractility and cardiac
output

- a potent vasoconstrictor (note: Nipride may
be given to modify vasoconstrictor effects of
Levophed)

- Vasodilator: | peripheral resistance and
workload of heart resulting in an 1 cardiac
output

- used in cardiogenic shock and hypertensive
emergencies

- improve cardiac performance

- decreases inflammatory response to stress
- used in septic shock

- used to treat infections in septic shock
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